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DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITIES — CONTRACTS WITH NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS 

699. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Leader of the House representing the Premier: 
(1) Does the Premier acknowledge that over 200 non-government organisations funded by the Department 

for Communities have effectively been on rolling 12-month contracts since his government was elected 
and are unable to plan with any certainty, unable to expand services and unable to attract alternative 
sources of funds because his government has had their funding arrangements under a permanent state of 
review?  

(2) Will the Premier reverse the decision to offer short-term contracts only and allow these vital community 
organisations to get on with the job they do in supporting local communities with some certainty? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1) In November 2009, the Department for Communities engaged an independent consultant to undertake a 
review of 130 funded services under its parenting, volunteering, family and community support and 
family centre programs. Reviews have also been undertaken during the past 10 months of the 
department’s funded services in youth, seniors and carers and community child care. The department is 
obliged to undertake these reviews in accordance with the state government’s funding and purchasing 
community services policy to ensure continued relevancy of the funding to current and future 
community needs. Service agreements that were due to expire during this review period have been 
extended for 12 months to enable services to continue operating until the department has implemented 
any recommendations arising from the reviews. 

(2) In July 2010, in response to the review findings, the Department for Communities notified services 
whose agreements were due to expire on 30 September 2010 that these agreements would be extended 
to 30 September 2011 to enable the Department for Communities to work with funded services to 
develop new service specifications that are in line with the department’s strategic priorities and current 
community need. As part of this process the department will be assessing existing organisations for 
service provider status. Upon completion of this process, it is the department’s intent to seek to move 
towards an extended service agreement period for eligible organisations, beyond the department’s 
current customary period of three years, in line with the recommendations of the state government’s 
Economic Audit Committee report. 

 


